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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 637

RECOGNIZING THE HERRING POND WAMPANOAG TRIBE

WHEREAS, indigenous tribes, with rich cultures, histories, and traditions, have
continuously inhabited lands within the borders of what is now Massachusetts for centuries,
contributing to the fabric of our community in important ways over time;

WHEREAS, since its founding, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has enjoyed a
special relationship with the indigenous tribes of the region;

WHEREAS, for over three centuries, the Commonwealth has molded this relationship by
Treaty and Agreement, Legislative Act and Executive Order, and has never ceased to recognize
the special status of these indigenous tribes;

WHEREAS, since well before the arrival of the Mayflower, the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribe has continuously inhabited lands within the borders of what is now
Massachusetts, with ancestral homelands stretching from the Plymouth area to the upper reaches
of Cape Cod;

WHEREAS, official records dating to the 17% century reflect the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribe’s continuous status as a socially and culturally cohesive tribal community

within Massachusetts;
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WHEREAS, the Earle Report of 1861, a census conducted pursuant to Chapter 166 of the
Acts of 1859, recognized the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe as a distinct and autonomous
tribal community then existing within Massachusetts;

WHEREAS, the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe—federally-recognized tribes within Massachusetts—enjoy government-to-
government relationships with the Herring Pond Wampanoag, and recognize a kinship
relationship with the Herring Pond Wampanoag;

WHEREAS, the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe presently contains close to 200
members, each with a genealogical connection to individuals identified as tribal members in the
Earle Report of 1861 or in the Briggs Report of 1859, another governmental census of Native
Americans in Massachusetts;

WHEREAS, the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribal Council is the governing body of the
Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe and exercises governmental functions for the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribe;

WHEREAS, the Commission on Indian Affairs acknowledges the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribe as one of the historic tribes of Massachusetts and the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribal Council as its governing body;

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 126 instructed state agencies to deal directly with the
Mashpee Wampanoag Indian Tribal Council on matters affecting the Mashpee Tribe; with the
Wampanoag Tribal Council of Gay Head on matters affecting the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay
Head Aquinnah; with the Commission on Indian Affairs on matters affecting Wampanoag
Indians who are members of neither the Gay Head nor the Mashpee Tribes; and with the
Hassanamisco Nipmuc Tribal Council on matters affecting the Nipmuc Tribe;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Maura Healey, Governor of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, by virtue of all authority vested in me by the Constitution, Part 2, c. 2, § I, Art. I,
do hereby order as follows:

Section 1. Like the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head,
and the Hassanamisco Nipmuc Tribe, the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe is recognized
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribal
Council is recognized as its governing body consistent with, and for all purposes under,
Executive Order No. 126.

Section 2. All executive branch agencies shall deal directly with the Herring Pond
Wampanoag Tribal Council on matters affecting the Herring Pond Wampanoag Tribe.

This Executive Order shall take effect immediately and shall continue in effect until amended,
superseded, or revoked by subsequent Executive Order.



Governor
Commonwealth of Massa @

WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN
Secretary of the Commonwealth

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston
this 19™ day of November in the year of our
Lord two thousand and twenty-four, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America two hundred and forty-eight.

MA T.HEALEY

GOD SAVE THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS



