Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Statewide Advisory Council Meeting
October 13, 2022
5:30 – 7:30 pm
Meeting Minutes

Participants:
Commissioner, Opeoluwa Sotonwa 
SAC Members:
Chair, Michelle Motta Dardeno
Zinma Camelio
Brock Cordeiro
Stephanie Hakulin
Ellen Perkins
Linda Sakin 

Attendees from Community:
Marlene Blackstone, ViAbility
Stephanie Clark, MSAD 
Michelle Cline
Cat Dvar, MCDHH
Kellynette Gomez, MSAD
Sharon Harrison, MCDHH
Alysha Nuttall, MCDHH


	Agenda Topic
	Discussion

	Follow up/Person Responsible


	Welcome 
	· Communication Procedures
· Introductions
· Review of Agenda

	

	September Meeting Minutes 
	· Typo: MSAC should be changed to MSAD.
	Changed

Minutes, Approved



	Action Items: September
	· Equipment Distribution Program: vlog for promotion and explanation of services.
· Request for speakers at upcoming meetings. 
· MSAD Officers: President: Stephanie Clark. Vice President, Operations: Kellynette Gomez. Vice President, Community Relations: Ivy Velez. Secretary: Alyssa Velez.

	911 Commission responsible for creation. Next: November meeting agenda.
Recommendations to be provided to Michelle and Kerry for speaker names or topics.


	Chairperson’s Report

	· Current SAC Bylaws.
· Governor’s Open Meeting Law (OML) will allow for virtual meetings to continue until March 31, 2023. If members are absent more than three times, a resignation can be evoked per the Chair/SAC’s agreement. 
· Ongoing efforts for SAC recruitment: concerns noted is the time commitment and in-person meeting requirement. In-person is especially difficult for attracting members from Western/Central MA.
· A charter or best practices can include preferred demographic representation from members. The Bylaws will not include as this may limit community representation.
· Quorum: 1/3 agreement from current membership. To amend Bylaws, 2/3 of members need to vote. Vote requires that members are informed ten days in advance.
· Formation of nomination committee: identify potential members interested in recruitment and nominating new members.
· Potential review of other MA council Bylaws for revamping MCDHH Bylaws.

	PowerPoint slides will accompany the minutes.

Commissioner Sotonwa will investigate if OML will allow for continued remote meetings.


Upcoming: discussion on altering meeting hours to allow for travel to Boston. Upcoming: discussion on the frequency of meetings to quarterly.



Recommendation: review/update Bylaws every four years.







November: Nomination committee (three members and one officer): Stephanie Hakulin, potentially Zinma Camelio and/or Ellen Perkins.


	Commissioner’s Report 

	· Two upcoming MCDHH departures:
Hana Hanigan, Commissioner’s Executive Assistant. Last day: October 21.
David Del Pizzo, Referral Department Supervisor. Last day: November 10.
· Open positions:
Two part-time SUD interpreters.
Referral Specialist.
· Ballot initiatives: MCDHH referred the Secretary of State to the appropriate state vendors for developing information into ASL.

	PowerPoint (attached to minutes)



Recommendation: MassEDP create a vlog for visibility of the program.

	Legislative Task Force
	· Informal session since August 1st. 
· Time for legislative re-filing. Identify legislation and sponsors.
· 193 Court will begin January 4th.

	Bills of interest spreadsheet (page 3 - 16) 


	Announcements/ Introductions
	· October 15: The Learning Center’s Homecoming.
· October 20: ViAbility and MCDHH Immigration Workshop. 
· October 21: MSAD discussion on National Association for the Deaf (NAD) priorities.
· October 23: Our Deaf Survivors Gala.

	

RSVP at DHILS@viability.org



	Next SAC Meeting
	· November 17, 5:30 pm. 
New Zoom link will be provided.

	Any interested community members wanting SAC information can request to join the distribution list. Please email: aurora.wilber@mass.gov 



	



	SAC #
	Bill #
	Bill Title
	Committee
	Action Date
	Chamber
	Last Action
	Presenter
	Notes
	Docket #
	Category

	1
	H.228
	An Act An act to eliminate disproportionality and inequities for at-risk children
	Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
	September 15, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H5261
	Higgins, Natalie M.
	 
	HD.3038
	Education

	2
	H.2370
	An Act effectuating equity in COVID-19 vaccination
	Joint Committee on Public Health
	February 17, 2022
	Senate
	Reporting date extended to Saturday, December 31, 2022, Senate concurred
	Miranda, Liz
	 
	HD.1283
	Health/Medical

	3
	S.1515
	An Act effectuating equity in COVID-19 vaccination
	Joint Committee on Public Health
	February 22, 2022
	House
	Reporting date extended to Saturday December 31, 2022, House concurred
	Rausch, Rebecca L.
	 
	SD.699
	Health/Medical

	4
	H.2143
	An Act Enabling Municipal Pre-foreclosure Mediation
	Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government
	June 29, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H4933
	Capano, Peter
	 
	HD.3607
	Social  

	5
	S.1954
	An Act establishing a tax credit for the purchase of hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Revenue
	April 7, 2022
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	O'Connor, Patrick M.
	 
	SD.921
	DHH

	6
	H.1753
	An Act increasing fair housing protections for domestic violence survivors
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	June 9, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H4844
	Livingstone, Jay D.
	 
	HD.391
	Social   

	7
	H.723
	An Act increasing the penalties for unfair and deceptive actions perpetrated against persons with disabilities and senior citizens
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	December 20, 2021
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Ayers, Bruce J.
	 
	HD.1049
	Social   

	8
	H.1711
	An Act prohibiting discrimination against adults with disabilities in family and juvenile court proceedings
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	February 10, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied S1083
	Khan, Kay
	 
	HD.843
	Social   

	9
	S.1083
	An Act prohibiting discrimination against adults with disabilities in family and juvenile court proceedings
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	February 10, 2022
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Ways and Means
	Lovely, Joan B.
	 
	SD.1770
	Social   

	10
	H.1373
	An Act promoting fair housing by preventing discrimination against affordable housing
	Joint Committee on Housing
	September 1, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H5204
	Barber, Christine P.
	 
	HD.1990
	Social   

	11
	S.867
	An Act promoting fair housing by preventing discrimination against affordable housing
	Joint Committee on Housing
	July 29, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S3069
	Chang-Diaz, Sonia
	 
	SD.2200
	Social   

	12
	H.605
	An Act providing affordable and accessible high quality early education and care to promote child development and well-being and support the economy ...
	Joint Committee on Education
	May 18, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a new draft, see H4795
	Gordon, Kenneth I.
	 
	HD.1960
	Education

	13
	S.362
	An Act providing affordable and accessible high quality early education and care to promote child development and well-being and support the economy ...
	Joint Committee on Education
	May 19, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a new draft, see S2883
	Lewis, Jason M.
	 
	SD.1307
	Education

	14
	S.681
	An Act providing coverage for hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	March 31, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2800
	Hinds, Adam G.
	 
	SD.1225
	DHH

	15
	S.1420
	An Act relative to accessible prescription labeling
	Referred to Joint Committee on Public Health
	February 14, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2692
	DiZoglio, Diana
	 Presenting Legislator is not a sponsor of this measure
	SD.89
	Health/Medical

	16
	H.1074
	An Act relative to children's auditory health
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	September 1, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H4975
	Durant, Peter J.
	 
	HD.303
	DHH

	17
	H.2761
	An Act relative to employment benefits of certain employees of the Department of Developmental Services
	Joint Committee on Public Service
	October 6, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H5319
	Ramos, Orlando
	 
	HD.2317
	Social   

	18
	S.1009
	An Act relative to juvenile violence
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	February 7, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2665
	DiZoglio, Diana
	 Presenting Legislator is not a sponsor of this measure
	SD.85
	Social  

	19
	H.3199
	An Act Relative to Language Access and Inclusion
	Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
	June 15, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a new draft, see H4872
	Madaro, Adrian C.
	 
	HD.3674
	DHH

	20
	S.2040
	An Act relative to language access and inclusion
	Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
	June 16, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a new draft, see S2929
	DiDomenico, Sal N.
	 
	SD.2251
	DHH

	21
	H.2338
	An Act relative to newborn screenings for congenital cytomegalovirus
	Joint Committee on Public Health
	February 15, 2022
	House
	Accompanied S1471
	Khan, Kay
	 
	HD.2583
	Health/Medical

	22
	S.1471
	An Act relative to newborn screenings for congenital cytomegalovirus
	Joint Committee on Public Health
	August 8, 2022
	Senate
	Ought NOT to pass (under Joint Rule 10) and placed in the Orders of the Day for the next session
	Lovely, Joan B.
	 
	SD.1810
	Health/Medical

	23
	H.3398
	An Act relative to providing improved access to taxicabs for persons with disabilities
	Joint Committee on Transportation
	February 24, 2022
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Ayers, Bruce J.
	 
	HD.1085
	Social  

	24
	S.2032
	An Act relative to removing the term hearing impaired from the general laws
	Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
	February 22, 2022
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Rules
	Creem, Cynthia Stone
	 
	SD.299
	DHH

	25
	S.1844
	An Act relative to tax abatements for deaf residents
	Joint Committee on Revenue
	March 10, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2743
	DiZoglio, Diana
	 
	SD.64
	DHH

	26
	H.1101
	An Act Relative to Telehealth and Digital Equity for Patients
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	September 22, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H5281
	Golden, Jr., Thomas A.
	 
	HD.2533
	DHH

	27
	S.678
	An Act relative to telehealth and digital equity for patients
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	July 11, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2995
	Gomez, Adam
	 
	SD.2099
	DHH

	28
	H.552
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	Joint Committee on Education
	July 21, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a new draft, see H3979
	Cabral, Antonio F. D.
	 
	HD.1883
	DHH

	29
	S.303
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	Joint Committee on Education
	July 19, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a new draft, see S2494
	Crighton, Brendan P.
	 
	SD.392
	DHH

	30
	H.1217
	An Act requiring reimbursement for the costs of providing competent interpreter services
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	September 15, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H5222
	Cassidy, Gerard J.
	 
	HD.2519
	DHH

	31
	S.139
	An Act to eliminate disproportionality and inequities for at-risk children
	Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
	June 9, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied a study order, see S2914
	Moran, Susan L.
	 
	SD.1766
	Social  

	32
	H.1736
	An Act to enhance safety and security in courthouses
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	June 9, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a study order, see H4844
	Linsky, David Paul
	 
	HD.155
	Social  

	33
	S.414
	An Act to ensure quality of care in nursing homes
	Joint Committee on Elder Affairs
	May 16, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a new draft, see H4780
	Jehlen, Patricia D.
	 
	SD.1844
	Social  

	34
	H.727
	An Act to ensure the quality of care in nursing homes
	Joint Committee on Elder Affairs
	May 16, 2022
	House
	Accompanied a new draft, see H4780
	Balser, Ruth B.
	 
	HD.2981
	Social  

	35
	H.416
	An Act to provide increased access to hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure
	November 4, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied S211
	Kelcourse, James M.
	 
	HD.2938
	DHH

	36
	H.366
	An Act to provide increased access to hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure
	November 4, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied S211
	Fiola, Carole A.
	 
	HD.535
	DHH

	37
	S.192
	An Act to provide increased access to hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure
	November 4, 2022
	Senate
	Accompanied S211
	DiZoglio, Diana
	 
	SD.13
	DHH

	38
	S.211
	An Act to provide increased access to hearing aids
	Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
	April 4, 2022
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Ways and Means
	Hinds, Adam G.
	 
	SD.2047
	DHH

	39
	H.3979
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	July 21, 2021
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	DHH

	40
	S.2494
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	July 19, 2021
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	DHH

	41
	S.2692
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Public Health to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to public health matters
	Senate Committee on Rules
	February 17, 2022
	Senate
	Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules
	Joint Committee on Public Health
	 
	N/A
	 

	42
	S.2743
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Revenue to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to revenue issues
	Senate Committee on Rules
	March 21, 2022
	Senate
	Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules
	Joint Committee on Revenue
	 
	N/A
	 

	43
	S.2800
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Health Care Financing to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to health care financing
	Senate Committee on Rules
	April 4, 2022
	Senate
	Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules
	Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
	 
	N/A
	 

	44
	H.4795
	An Act to expand access to high-quality, affordable early education and care
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	May 18, 2022
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	 

	45
	S.2883
	An Act to expand access to high-quality, affordable early education and care
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	July 22, 2022
	Senate
	Recommended new draft for S2883 - Amendment (as recommended by the committee on Senate Ways and Means) adopted, as amended
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	 

	46
	H.4780
	An Act to improve quality and oversight of long-term care
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	June 6, 2022
	House
	Committee recommended bill ought to pass and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Elder Affairs
	 
	N/A
	 

	47
	S.2973
	An Act to expand access to high-quality, affordable early education and care
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	July 7, 2022
	Senate
	Reprinted, as amended, see S2997
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	 
	N/A
	 

	48
	S.2997
	An Act to expand access to high-quality, affordable early education and care
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	July 12, 2022
	House
	Read; and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	 
	N/A
	 

	49
	H.4933
	Certain matters concerning municipal governance
	House Committee on Rules
	June 29, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government
	 
	N/A
	 

	50
	H.4844
	Study Order
	House Committee on Rules
	June 9, 2022
	House
	Referred to House Committee on Rules
	Joint Committee on the Judiciary
	 
	N/A
	 

	51
	H.5204
	Study Order
	House Committee on Rules
	September 1, 2022
	House
	Referred to House Committee on Rules
	Joint Committee on Housing
	 
	N/A
	 

	52
	S.3069
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Housing to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to housing matters
	Senate Committee on Rules
	August 4, 2022
	Senate
	Referred to Senate Committee on Rules
	Joint Committee on Housing
	 
	N/A
	 

	53
	H.4975
	Study Order
	House Committee on Rules
	September 1, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Financial Services
	 
	N/A
	 

	54
	H.4872
	An Act relative to language access and inclusion
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	June 15, 2022
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
	 
	N/A
	 

	55
	S.2929
	An Act relative to language access and inclusion
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	June 16, 2022
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight
	 
	N/A
	 

	56
	S.2995
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Health Care Financing to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to health care financing matters
	Senate Committee on Rules
	July 21, 2022
	Senate
	Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules
	Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
	 
	N/A
	 

	57
	H.3979
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	House Committee on Ways and Means
	July 21, 2022
	House
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on House Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	 

	58
	S.2494
	An Act relative to the training, assessment, and assignment of qualified school interpreters in educational settings
	Senate Committee on Ways and Means
	July 19, 2022
	Senate
	Bill reported favorably by committee and referred to the committee on Senate Ways and Means
	Joint Committee on Education
	 
	N/A
	 

	59
	S.2914
	Order relative to authorizing the joint committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities to make an investigation and study of certain current Senate documents relative to children, families and persons with disabilities matters
	Senate Committee on Rules
	June 21, 2022
	Senate
	Discharged to the committee on Senate Rules
	Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
	 
	N/A
	 

	60
	H.5261
	Study Order
	Referred to House Committee on Rules
	September 15, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities
	 
	 
	 

	61
	H.5319
	Study Order
	Referred to House Committee on Rules
	October 6, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Public Service
	 
	 
	 

	62
	H.5281
	Study Order
	Referred to House Committee on Rules
	September 22, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
	 
	 
	 

	63
	H.5222
	Study Order
	 
	September 15, 2022
	House
	Discharged to the committee on House Rules
	Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
	 
	 
	 



