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Michaux’s Sedge is a wetland species that has long, slender perigynia that 

taper gradually to a toothed beak. 

Photo by Russ Schipper. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION:  Michaux’s Sedge is a 

perennial member of the Sedge family (Cyperaceae) that 

occurs in boggy areas. It has narrow (1.5–4 mm), 

yellowish green leaves that are shorter than the 15 to 70 

cm (6–28 in.) flowering stems. It is named for the 

French botanist and explorer André Michaux (1746-

1802). 

 

AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION:  To identify Michaux’s 

Sedge and other members of the genus Carex, a 

technical manual should be consulted. Species in this 

genus have tiny, wind-pollinated flowers that are borne 

in spikes. Michaux’s Sedge is one of only two members 

of Carex section Rostrales found in New England. 

Species in this section have long, slender perigynia (8–

15 mm long and 1.5–3 mm wide) that gradually taper to 

a beak with two erect to spreading teeth. The perigynia 

are borne on two to five stalked, lateral spikes, with the 

staminate flowers in a small terminal spike. Of these two 

species, Michaux’s Sedge can be recognized by its 

smaller size, generally erect spikes, shorter pistillate 

scales, and upper leaf sheaths that are concave at the 

mouth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michaux’s Sedge 
Carex michauxiana 

Boeckeler 
 

State Status: Endangered 
Federal Status: None 
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SIMILAR SPECIES:  The other member of Carex 

section Rostrales in New England is the common and 

widespread Long-culmed Sedge (C. folliculata), which 

can be found in similar wetland habitats. This species 

differs from Michaux’s Sedge in its wider leaves (4–18 

mm), taller stems (up to 1.75 m), and drooping lower 

spikes. Unusually small individuals of Long-culmed 

Sedge can be distinguished from Michaux’s Sedge by 

the combination of pistillate scales that are more than 

two-thirds the length of the perigynia and upper leaf 

sheaths that are convex. Collins’ Sedge (C. collinsii), 

which is rare in Connecticut and New York and has not 

been recorded from Massachusetts, also appears similar 

to Michaux’s Sedge but has reflexed rather than 

spreading perigynia, with reflexed beak teeth. 

 

HABITAT:  The known sites for Michaux’s Sedge in 

Massachusetts are boggy habitats with Sphagnum. One 

population occurs along the margins of a sluggish stream 

and the pond that it feeds, with Tawny Cotton-grass 

(Eriophorum virginicum), Threeway Sedge (Dulichium 

arundinaceum), and several orchid species. The other is 

a shrubby wet meadow with Shrubby Cinquefoil 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/dfw/natural-heritage/
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(Dasiphora floribunda) and Large Cranberry (Vaccinium 

macrocarpon). 

 

RANGE:  Michaux’s Sedge occurs from Saskatchewan 

to Newfoundland, south to Minnesota and Maryland. 

 

POPULATION STATUS IN MASSACHUSETTS:  

Michaux’s Sedge is listed under the Massachusetts 

Endangered Species Act as Endangered. All listed 

species are protected from killing, collecting, possessing, 

or sale, and from activities that would destroy habitat 

and thus directly or indirectly cause mortality or disrupt 

critical behaviors. Michaux’s Sedge occurs in Berkshire 

and Hampshire Counties, and was found historically in 

Franklin County.  

 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:  As for 

many rare species, exact management requirements for 

Michaux’s Sedge are not known. Caution is needed at 

sites with extant populations to prevent disturbance of 

hydrological conditions. Management may be required 

at some sites to prevent establishment of dense woody 

vegetation that may shade or compete with Michaux’s 

Sedge. All active management of rare plant populations 

(including invasive species removal) is subject to review 

under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act, and 

should be planned in close consultation with the 

Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 

Program. 
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