
Wildland Fire Management Current 
Drought Impacts

•Fire Statistics
•1078 Fires YTD for 729 Acres burned,  255 DCR Fire responses

•June: 135 Fires
•July: 63 Fires
•August: 112 Fires
•September: 130 Fires   (52 Fires in last 9 Days of September) 

•Drought Impacts on Fire Behavior and Suppression:
• Continued drought induced fire behavior conditions across the region.

• Most fires, regardless of size, burning deep into ground resulting in multi day 
operations, and risk of escape.

• Fire Tower operations working to assist towns with early detection, helping FD's 
with keeping fires small.

• Leaf drop and pine needle drop starting to add to the surface fuel loads, which will 
challenge containment of ongoing fires.

• Recent precipitation, cooler temps, and higher RH has moderated Fire Danger 
Rating across MA, RI, CT, NH and parts of ME in last week.   

• Much needed RAIN across the state end of last week lowered KBDI values in west.  
Little precip amounts in Southeast had little effect on KBDI. 








